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Thanks for inquiring about Mrs. Gandhi. She is now in gaol
at Volksrust as a passive resister together with 3 other ladies from
Phoenix.
The Secret City1 is enchanting. I have been reading it in my
spare moments. I have nearly finished it.
I am leaving tomorrow for Johannesburg.
I hope you are getting and reading your copy of Indian
Opinion regularly.
With regards to you all.
Tours sincerely,
M, K. gandhi
From a photostat of the original in Gandhiji's hand: G. N. 743
143. LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI
in the train,
[After September 25, J9I3]2
CHI.  MAGANLAL,
I find myself in an awful state today. I ran for the train. I
gave no end of trouble to the boys. Everyone was delayed because
of me. Unmindful of that, I committed a further mistake and sent
Purshotam3 again. Thinking of this, I felt extremely miserable.
Even those of my actions which I believed to be for a spiritual pur-
pose have a big flaw in them. I am too full of moha and lobha*.
It is never the mark of a spiritual aspirant to be in too great a
hurry and make himself a nuisance to others. He may, of course,
not overtax himself—ought not to. What an ignoble state to be in!
All this is the consequence of initial mistakes. I also realized that
if I had skipped the meal, I could have worked with an unruffled
mind, with plenty of time on hand, and would have been no cause
of trouble to any of you. A spiritual aspirant should not accept
exacting services for himself. To make you give up the school and
to send the boys running argue an abject state of mind. I always
knew this, but realized it vividly today. I felt ashamed within myself
1	A book by Rev. Doke; vide p. 168.
2	This appears   to   have   been   written   by  Gandhiji on his way to   the
Transvaal. He left Durban on September 25 and reached Johannesburg on
September 27.
 3	Purshotam Desai,   a satyagrahi,  in  charge of the Phoenix School for
some time
 4	Greed
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